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Smart bandage to help diabetics
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/3637258.stm
Danish doctors are developing a smart bandage to monitor wounds as they heal.

Created for diabetics, the bandage would be studded with tiny sensors and send data to clinicians via the net. 

Invented at the Diabetic Foot Clinic, in Aarhus, researchers believe it could help diabetics keep feet healthy and avoid the risks of amputation. 
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Distant diagnosis
Diabetics are advised to check their feet daily and seek early medical attention if there are any signs of damage. 

Without timely treatment and monitoring, patients with such ulcers may need to have their toes, feet or even their entire leg amputated. 
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With a mobile phone connected to the intelligent bandage, the patient could [image: image3.png]


go on holiday to another continent and still be monitored   Dr Niels Ejskjaer 

Already, more conventional telemedicine projects are under evaluation in Aarhus. 

These have attempted to replace hospital visits with remote check-ups from the patient's home, using digital cameras to capture pictures of their feet and phone or internet connections to transmit these to the clinic. 

Local nurses must still visit patients, to supervise the process as well as remove and replace bandages. 

But an intelligent bandage, if it could be developed successfully, would remove the need for home visits, though for now the prototype is missing an important component - a digital nose. 
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